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UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

Memorandum

Department of Agriculture —Forest Service

TO  : G, W. Van Gilst, Forest Supervisor File No. 2600

FROM : H. R. Howard, Jr., Ketchikan D.R., By Date: Qctober 13, 1966

SUBJECT: Wildlife - Fish flumeé, Helm Creek _ Your reference:

On October 10, 1966, Bud Swilling and I made an inspection trip to Helm
Creek. Ve walked the length of the creek from salt water to the lake.;

There is little or no beaver activity in the stream area at this tine.
At iatervals along the stream bottom there is evidence that the beaver
have stripped the bark from the bases of cedar trees, this probably last
spriag or early summer,

There are no fresh beaver dams in tne creek at this time. The only

dams in the creek are the two old doms in which the flumes were installed.
The dam at the lake outlet is still intact and the flume 1s working
satisfactorily. The lower dam is Zalling apart and the stream is going
through a complete break (of 8 to 10 feet wide) in the dam. Thic dam
presents no obstruction to passage of salmon at this time. The upper

dam, though still intact, has not becen maintained by the beaver; thus,
holes have developed that would perhaps permit passage of salmon.

The stream has had a salmon run this fall as evident by carcasses of
salmon along the banks, The stream is relatively high and this has
resuited in most of the dead fish from the creek being washed into the
tidal area at the mouth of the creek. A few carcasses were seen on the
banks above the dam at the lake outlet, The water in the lake is tco
dark in color to permit visibility of any fish in the lake. Trout were
present in the outlet end of the laka, 8 to 10 inch fish would take
cranberries tossed into the water.

It will not be possible to determine with certainty the effectiveness
of thz flumes as far as this years run of f£ish is concerned.

The beaver population has evidently moved into thc areas ‘around the lake,
evidence at present indicates that this population is very limited.
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UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT Department of Agriculture —Forest Service
i/\ A o pm, n rage fonimm Region 10, P. 0. Dox 1631
Vi@ITTO LRGN Juneza, Alaska 99801

TO  : Forcst Supervisor, South Tongass N.F. File No. - 2630

FROM :  gohn B. qmith, Assistant Degional Forestex — Dates July 8, 1966

ek ¥

Divinion of Resource MHanagement
SUBJECT:  Habitat (lelm Creck Fishery Tlumes) Your reference: 9630 (6/22)

Thank you for the report concarning the calmon stream improvement on
Jelm Creek, Clevelaend Peninsula. Ve will be interested in reports of
follow up inspections and post-construction ecvaluations. I1.f the system
works, the technique should be circulated among the other l'orests with
similar beaver problens.

One thing to chock carefully is the velocity of water through the flumes.
If too great (above 5 to 7 feet per sccond), salmon and trout might not
be able to swim against it. Velocities could possibly be ireduced by the
addition of bafflers similar to those Incorporated into the Ziemer
aluminum steeppass.

The ADF&G should have a copy of your report.

VLSheridanful

John B, Smith




